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Notice of Open Position  

Title:    Staff Farmer 

Location:  Duke Farms, Hillsborough, NJ 

Reports to: Manager of Sustainable Agriculture 

Status:  Full time, Non-Exempt 

Duke Farms serves as a model of environmental stewardship and inspires visitors to become 

informed stewards of the land. It is a place of education, enjoyment and research that 

enhances the environmental health of the region.  

Through the beauty of its natural setting, the diversity of its wildlife, and the scope and quality 

of its educational programs, demonstrations and research, Duke Farms inspires people to 

transform their approach to conservation and to start building a more sustainable future. 

 

JOB SUMMARY 

The Staff Farmer is a member of the Sustainable Agriculture team. The individual will contribute 

to the development and implementation of Duke Farms’ multifaceted agriculture program, 

including greenhouse production, permaculture, annual crops (till and no-till), perennial crops, 

innovative cover crop/green manure practices, on-site compost production and marketing 

through our own farm-to-table market. In addition, he/she will be responsible for collaborating 

with the Manager of Sustainable Agriculture and the Director of Natural Resources & 

Agroecology at Duke Farms on the development and maintenance of a vigorous, viable grazing 

operation that conserves and restores grassland bird habitat while standing as an independent 

and economically viable model. The Staff Farmer will also be responsible for managing and 

implementing haying activities and may be called upon to support other aspects of the farm if 

needed.   

 

The Staff Farmer will be expected to reside at Duke Farms, as a condition of his/her 

employment, in housing provided by Duke Farms and subject to the Duke Farms Housing 

Protocols. 

 

ESSENTIAL JOB FUNCTIONS 

Day-to-day Operations 

- All aspects of farm work in all extremes of weather including, but not limited to: 

irrigation, weeding, seeding, transplanting, greenhouse propagation/production, 

mowing, livestock care, haying, harvesting, marketing and maple syrup production; 
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- Coordination with other Duke Farms staff as needed to address necessary maintenance 

of facilities, equipment and machinery. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

- Experience in developing and managing an agricultural enterprise, preferably at a 

management or supervisory level at a sustainable agricultural operation; 

- Fully competent and familiar with most farm machinery, tractors and implements;  

- Bachelor’s degree or 5+ years of professional experience with a grazing operation, 

preferably well-versed in holistic herd management, organic practices and rotational 

grazing; 

- Self-starter with strong analytical and collaborative problem-solving skills, and the ability 

to make informed decisions using good business sense;   

- Ability to traverse the 2,700+ acres of Duke Farm’s property as well as travel to other 

locations; also willing to work indoors and outdoors under various and/or extreme 

weather conditions;   

- Ability to work outside of traditional business hours, including weekends, evenings and 

occasional holidays. 

HOW TO APPLY 

Send resume with cover letter to hr@ddcf.org. Include your last name followed by “Staff 

Farmer” in the subject line. Applications will be accepted until September 15, 2015. 

No phone calls or in-person applications, please. 

 
It is the policy of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation to afford equal employment opportunity to all individuals, and we firmly 

adhere to the equal employment opportunity requirements of all States and localities in which we operate. 
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