
The PRODUCTION FARMER will produce fresh, organic vegetables to serve in the school cafeterias. The production 
farmer is responsible for planting, tending to, harvesting, washing, weighing, and packaging the produce for the 
cafeteria.  The farmer must also keep track of production amounts and invoice Child Nutrition Program (CNP) on a 
monthly basis for produce provided to CNP.  Lastly, the production farmer will partner with the campus staff to plan 
events such as farm lessons, farm club, and farmer’s markets.

Justin Tuley, District Wellness Coordinator
956-373-4860 | Justin.Tuley@ideapublicschools.org

OUTCOMES:
1. Ensure consistent vegetable production on the school farm 

using sustainable techniques

2. Serve as information resource for teacher and student learning

3. Promote and integrate the farm into the school culture

4. Increase student participation in school farm day to day activities

COMPETENCIES:
1. Belief that a college education is possible for all children

2. Strong work ethic and drive to do whatever it takes to meet farm 

production goals

3. Desire to learn and increase effectiveness continually

4. Openness to observation and critical feedback

5. Comfort with extensive data collection and using data to inform 

planting/harvesting

6. Excitement about working for a school system that is changing the 

status quo of education in the Rio Grande Valley

WORKING CONDITIONS:
This position works 100% outside and is routinely exposed to the 

elements.  The ability to lift 50lbs or more numerous times during the 

day is crucial.  Standing, crouching, and bending are all part of the 

normal workday.  Regularly works with outdoor power equipment and 

machinery that has the ability to injure or harm.  

QUALIFICATIONS
Education/Certification:
GED or High school diploma | Some college (preferred)

Special Knowledge and Skills:
Knowledge of organic/sustainable farming
Excellent communication skills
Strong math skills (ability to keep statistical data on farm produce)
Computer skills (Mac/Windows)

Minimum Experience:
At least 1 year working in agriculture

Preferred Experience:
1 year working with organic agriculture and/or an associate’s in agriculture 

or related field.

SALARY:
The position is 40 hours per week. The hours are flexible and exact times 

will be negotiated upon hire. The salary depends on education and 

experience.

SELECTION PROCESS:
After submitting your online application, IDEA will review your materials.  

Candidates with a track record of success will be invited to a phone/online 

video interview.  Candidates who are successful with the preliminary 

interview will be invited to an in-person interview.

PLEASE CONTACT: 

NOW HIRING: PRODUCTION FARMER


