
MOFGA’s Farm Apprenticeship program connects people wanting to learn organic farming with ex-
perienced farmers willing to share their expertise. The typical arrangement involves an exchange of 

labor for room, board, a stipend, and informal, intensive training and experience in farming.

Farm Apprenticeships provide opportunities for training in:

•     Organic vegetable, herb, and flower production at many different scales
•     Raising livestock, including cattle, goats, sheep, horses, pigs, and poultry
•     Using draft animals for cultivation and woods work
•     Homesteading skills, including house-building, food preservation, & alternative energy
•     Dairy farming and cheese making with cows, goats, or sheep
•     Maple sugaring, orchard pruning, cider pressing, and meat processing
•     Seed saving
•     Making value-added products with farm resources
•     Grass-based and intensive rotational grazing farm systems

MOFGA’s Journeyperson Program program provides hands-on support, 
training, and mentorship for people who are serious about pursuing 
careers in organic farming in Maine. The program is designed to fill the 
continuing education gap between apprentice and independent farmer, and 
to provide the resources and opportunities for prospective new 
farmers who have completed an apprenticeship to further develop the skills 
they need to farm independently and successfully. 

Participants in the program are awarded a 2-year package of support, including:

• Mentorship with a farmer or farm that will assist Journeypersons in farm establishment.
• Free access to MOFGA resources including technical advice from our  Agricultural Services staff, 

free admission to MOFGA-sponsored events and farm visits from MOFGA staff and advisors.
• An educational stipend of $500 per year, which can be spent on classes, workshops, or conferences 

related to farming, or books, videos, computer programs, etc that are educational in nature.
• Access to the Farm Beginnings whole-farm and business-planning curriculum
• Group discount with FEDCO and Organic Growers Supply
• Assistance and support for land access and tenure issues through partnerships with Maine Farm-

land Trust and Land For Good
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